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C.C.U.N.
Conference
The Collegiate Council ior the 
United Nations, a national stu­
dent organization devoted to de­
veloping informed collegiate sup­
port for the United Nations, held 
its student leadership conference 
on November 10th and 11th at 
the Hotel Commodore in New 
York City. Six Spelman students 
representing the four classes at­
tended this conference. These six 
students -were Patricia Johnson, 
freshman, Betty Stevens and Le- 
ronia Stokes, sophomores, Nancy 
Fesson and Emily Winston, jun­
iors, and Melvis T. Evans, sen­
ior.
The highlight of the confer­
ence was the address of Prime 
Minister Jawaharlah Nehru of 
India. Other addresses were pre­
sented by diplomatic representa­
tives to the United Nations from 
Ireland, Nigeria, the Philippines, 
Russia, and by Senator Joseph 
Clark of Pennsylvania. Appear­
ing on panel discussions were in­
structors or prominent men in 
intirrational affairs. Among this 
group of men were Dr. Rufus 
Clement, president of Atlanta 
University , and Dr. Joseph Kar- 
anja, a graduate of Atlanta Uni­
versity.
The following is a resume of 
Mr. Nehru’s address:
The American College students 
represent the future leaders of 
the United States with the fu­
ture of the United States depen­
dent on them.
These leaders will have a much 
greater responsibility than the 
past leaders of the Unit­
ed States because of the fact that 
the United States itself is great­
er and more powerful than ever 
before — our achievements sym­
bolize this. As a powerful world 
we must be very careful not “to 
throw our weight around so as 
to incite the resentment of other 
nations.”
Noted Sociologist
Dr. E. Franklin Frazier, the noted Negro sociologist of 
Howard University, was in Atlanta recently to lecture to the 
members of the Atlanta University center.
Dr. Frazier spoke on the “Intergration and Assimilation 
of the American Negro into the Economic and Social Organi­
zation of American Life.”
According to Dr. Frazier the 
fundamental changes in the life 
of the Negro have been acceler­
ated in the past two decades. The 
real problem facing Negroes is 
not integration but assimilation 
which is more important. The 
integration of society in the 
United States is the result of the 
migration of Negroes from rural 
to urban areas. The basis for seg­
regation has been destroyed be­
cause segregation cannot exist in 
an urban society- However, al­
though the South is becoming in­
dustrialized, Negroes are still seg­
regated. Integration is slow be­
cause the whites are the ones 
given the best jobs in Southern 
cities, and the Negro is forced to 
move further North.
How does assimilation differ 
from integration? Assimilation 
constitutes integration into the 
intimate areas of American life. 
The Negro intellects in the Unit­
ed States have confused assimi­
lation with conformity. The new
Christmas Carol Concert Success
The Atlanta - Morehouse - Spelman Chorus
Americans have a terrible ten­
dency of measuring or comparing 
other countries according to their 
standards. They must realize that 
there are many universal varia­
tions among nations which make 
the world an interesting place in 
which to live. Another terrible 
tendency is the tendency to ex­
pect other countries to be or 
want to be like the United 
States. Americans should, instead, 
try to develop a basic unity of 
the world.
There are two grave problems 
with which the future leaders of 
the United States are faced. These 
are (1) avoiding destruction by 
war and (2) developing our 
“thinking world” as fully as we 
have developed our technological 
world. It is extraordinary that, 
although every country and peo-
(Continued on page 4)
middle class believes that by con­
forming to the established stan­
dards of white America, he 
achieves assimilation. This is 
not so.
This dependence on the white 
community only emphasizes an 
absence of intellectual freedom on 
the part of the Negro. Our race 
has failed to produce any world 
respected philosophers. We tend 
to shun our African heritage and 
the study of the Negro, thereby 
cutting off ourselves from rich 
human experiences.
This attempt to escape from 
our heritage is exemplified in the 
current student movement, when 
leaders draw on the philosophy 
of Ghandi instead of relying on 
the roots in our own religious 
experience and heritage to justi­
fy these actions.
The Negro wants to be assimi­
lated and to disappear forever, 
but he should leave a heritage to 
show that he has contributed to 
the building of America.
Burnette Joshua
A Plea For Peace
Dear Mr. President:
We the undersigned strongly urge the United States and 
all other nuclear powers to REFRAIN FROM ALL ATOMIC 
TESTING FROM THIS MOMENT ON, no matter which 
country seems to be in the lead, no matter where the blame 
for past sins may be placed. We further ask continued 
negotiation and compromise rather than military threat 
and inflexibility, to end testing and bring disarmament. 
Our premise is: WAR IS UNTHINKABLE AS A SOLU­
TION FOR ANY POLITICAL ISSUE TODAY.
The above is a copy of the peti­
tion drawn up by members of a 
student-faculty committee to be 
sent to President John F. Ken­
nedy and Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev. This committee is 
concerned with the future of the 
world. We the committee mem­
bers strongly feel that the time 
has come for each individual to 
voice his concern for world peace. 
Moreover, we believe that we can­
not afford to sit idly by and be­
lieve that war is inevitable. War 
is unthinkable!!! Thus, we must 
do all that we can to avert it.
The time has come for mass ac­
tion. Americans, and indeed peo­
ples the world over, must be 
awakened to the horrors of nu­
clear war- They must be made to 
realize the futility of bomb shel­
ters, and the disasterous effects 
of nuclear fallout. It is the func­
tion of the committee members/ 
Barbara Adams, Dorothy Alexan­
der, Roberta Smith, Betty Stevens, 
Leronia Stokes, Lana Taylor, the 
Cerneys, the Lynds, the Zinns 
and the Seatons—to arouse inter­
est and concern among our stu­
dent body. It is hoped that the 
enthusiasm will spread through­
out the Atlanta community, the 
United States, and the world.
Although the committee will 
spearhead the action, each indi­
vidual can aid in our efforts. A 
recent panel discussion, a chapel 
program, and the distribution of 
“fact sheets” containing the facts 
on nuclear war are our initial ef­
forts. In the future, we shall plan 
other activities to promote our 
campaign against the holocaust of 
nuclear war. We urge your active 
participation and support of all 
our projects. No longer must we 
confine our energies to the nar­
row sphere of racial relations; for)
if we do not bend all our energies 
toward averting nuclear war, our 
struggles for civil rights and first 




Traveling students from the six 
Atlanta University Center Colleges 
have been asked to “take full ad­
vantage of the Interstate Com­
merce Commission’s recent rul­
ing on segregation in buses and 
trains.”
The Committee On Appeal For 
Human Rights (COAHR) said 
that “it is vital that Negroes use 
the bus, train, and airport facil­
ities available to them, in order 
that old patterns of segregation 
do not become more firmly en­
trenched than before.”
COAHR’s statement came after 
several Atlanta University Center 
students were observed using 
“Negro” facilities in downtown 
Atlanta bus and train terminals.
“Segregation in any form is in­
tolerable,” COAHR said, “but 
segregation through fear or ignor­
ance is unhealthy as well.”
“Students should be aware that 
recent ICC rulings make it illegal 
for any policeman or any repre­
sentative of a common motor car­
rier (bus or train) to ask travel­
ers to move from ‘white’ seats on 
a bus or train or in a terminal 
lunch counter or waiting room,” 
COAHR said, “just as it is illegal 
for anyone to require tickets as 
proof that a traveler has a right 
to sit where he or she pleases.”
The ICC ruling came after this 
summer’s ‘Freedom Rides’, in 
which several COAHR members 
participated.
COAHR Headquarters
With the passing of Thanksgiv­
ing, everyone looks eagerly to­
ward the Christmas holidays. At 
Spelman, the coming of the 
Christmas season has a very spe­
cial meaning, for with it comes 
our Christmas Carol Concert. 
This concert has been a tradition 
at Spelman for many years and 
draws an audience from all over 
the city. On December 8, 9, and 
10, of this year, we were again 
inspired by carols sung by the 
Atlanta - Morehouse - Spelman 
Chorus, The Spelman College Glee 
Club, and the Morehouse College 
Glee Club. In the beautifully dec­
orated Sisters’ Chapel, with new 
and familiar melodies being sung 
to perfection, we really began to 
feel the Christmas spirit and to 
understand the true meaning of 
Christmas. In the carols, the 
Christmas story was told in mov­
ing words and melodies so that 
we could for a few moments for­
get the commercialism of Christ­
mas in our daily lives and feel its 
true meaning.
With the time of the concert 
drawing near, there was increas­
ed anticipation and hopefulness 
on campus, for this is about the 
most anxiously awaited activity 
of the year. We all looked for­
ward to the inspiration which 
came from this year’s Christmas 
Carol Concert that has come from 





In November, the Board of Di­
rectors of the American Associa­
tion of University Women, noti­
fied President Manley that Spel­
man College has been placed on 
the list of institutions approved 
for membership eligibility in 
AAUW. Spelman College gradu­
ates, including those who grad­
uated prior to AAUW approval, 
are now eligible for membership 
in the Association.
To be placed on the list of ap­
proved institutions, a college must 
fulfill at least the following re­
quirements: high academic stand­
ards; emphasis on liberalizing 
factors in undergraduate educa­
tion; adequate provisions for wo­
men students; recognition of wo­
men and professional opportuni­
ties for women in faculty and ad­
ministration; and maintenance of 
academic freedom.
Membership in AAUW fosters 
continued intellectual growth and 
development and creates a reser­
voir of talent which is expected to 
make a significant contribution to 
the forces of progress. The As­
sociation’s study group on Higher 
Education, International Relations, 
Mass Media, Arts, Legislative 
Program, Elementary and Secon­
dary Education, Social and Eco­
nomic Issues, Status of Women, 
and Fellowship Program will pro­
vide its members opportunities to 
contribute to the welfare of the 
community.
Spelman College, already a 
member of the Southern Associa­
tion of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, now is on the approved 
list of the Association of Amer­
ican Universities.
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It is a shame that college administrators and teachers 
cannot boast of large numbers of students who do extens­
ive reading outside of classroom assignments. Although stu­
dents are generally interested in the emerging new African 
nations, the Peace Corps, and the possibility of a nuclear 
war, there is strong evidence that little interest is mani­
fested in reading reputable works of fiction, non-fiction, 
drama, and poetry. If we do not somehow manage to bring 
books back into the focal point of our college education, 
our culture will become impoverished. What we, as 
college students, must do, is to bend all our efforts toward 
popularizing reading on our campus.
However, many of us may not be convinced that the 
reading and interpretation of books is a valuable asset 
to one’s college career, and indeed, to one’s life. Reading 
can not only serve as a source of pleasure, but can help to 
cultivate our minds. It aids in the development of imagina­
tion, insight, and judgment, qualities necessary for critical 
thinking. Whatever education is, it is at least the cultiva­
tion of the power to think in an orderly and comprehensive 
way. Can a college do better than help its students discover 
the basic processes _e_saential-.fox thinking ? - -
Many colleges are seeking methods to encourage stu­
dents to read and are getting results. One of the first things 
that can be done is to make books easily accessible. The 
library should be every student’s essential laboratory fully 
equipped with desired reading material. The bookshop should 
also be an integral part of the college community. Inex­
pensive paperback editions and sufficient opportunities for 
browsing would encourage more students to spend part 
of ther allowance on books. Given opportunity and encour­
agement, many students would begin to collect books for 
their personal libraries.
Secondly, there is a problem of selecting books. Students 
usually prefer books by contemporary authors, literature 
on current events, their hobbies, or their major field of 
interest as well the clasics. Perhaps, suggested reading lists, 
prepared by authorities, would prove beneficial to many stu­
dents. In any event, books should be selected according to 
the students’.interest and level of comprehension.
After books have been made available to the college com­
munity and assistance in the selection of reading material 
given, there should be opportunities for discussions, ex­
change of ideas, and motivation to continue reading. Sug­
gestions include informal discussions in dormitory and club 
meetings, symposiums, lecture series, chapel services, and 
independent summer reading programs.
These activities can do much toward stimulating interest 
and enthusiasm, providing a common ground for discussion 
on the campus of diversified interests, and developing stu­
dents minds to think critically and analytically.
These are but a few of many possible ways of motivating 
students to read. Conversely, only a small percentage of the 
many possible benefits to be derived from reading have 
been mentioned. No single method is effective for the en­
tire student body, but from each method tried, students can 
learn to love and to value reading. It is true that reading 
can become a lost art on college campuses, but let us strive 
to make it a very potent force in our lives. Winston Church­
ill once said, “books in all their variety are often the means 
by which civilization may be moved triumphantly forward.” 
Any college that does not use its efforts, imagination, and 
resources to cultivate a love for reading among its students 
is not doing its job. Moreover, any student body that does 
not seek to encourage the reading and discussion of books 
is cheating itself of a valuable tenet of education. Let us 




I was more enthusiastic and en­
ergetic about my school when I 
was a freshman than I am now. 
To me the upperclassmen were 
an apathetic group, and in re­
turn I am sure they regarded me 
as a naive freshman who would 
eventually “learn.” I suppose I 
did learn, if learning means ac­
cepting rules and regulations that 
you can complain about but can’t 
change. And now, I suppose the 
freshmen view me as an apathet­
ic upperclassman — and so the 
cycle continues.
It is my opinion that an excess­
ive number of restrictions not 
only prevent but are directly op­
posed to relaxed and normal so­
cial relationships. Rules and reg­
ulations, I feel, should exist only 
as guiding factors and not as re- 
stricting factors. A college 
should, as Spelman does, have 
aims and ideals toward which it 
directs the students; rules and 
regulations should merely be 
guideposts in the direction of the 
ideal.
It has been pointed out to me 
that most of the rules exist be­
cause they are, unfortunately, ne­
cessary. For instance, if Spelman- 
ites refrained from indulging in 
boisterous conversations, signing 
out for one place and going to 
another, and entertaining callers 
in restricted areas, then rules 
against such activities would not 
exist. Perhaps not a reason for 
strict regulations, but certainly a 
contributing factor, is the atti­
tude ofmany parents who send 
their daughters to Spelman be­
cause of its restrictions on privi­
leges. And of course the misuse 
of former privileges accounts for 
the existence of many restrictions. 
The rule requiring Spelman stu­
dents to return to campus unes­
corted from a study period at 
Trevor Arnett and the denial of 
first semester freshmen to attend 
Morehouse movies are examples 
of restrictions that exist because 
of former abuse. It stands to rea­
son that if Spelman students can­
not conduct themselves as young 
women, they cannot expect to 
be treated as such.
Just as the misdemeanors of 
some students give rise to many 
rules, it should be pointed out 
that strict regulations foster the 
misdemeanors of many students.
I doubt that any of Spelman’s or 
Morehouse’s walks would become 
lovers’ lanes after a movie or 
dance if students were afforded 
reasonable dating privileges. Un­
doubtedly some privileges have 
been misused—this is one of the 
dangers of the little freedom — 
when students are restricted in 
so many areas and are finally 
granted a small privilege they of­
ten seize it too readily and too 
greedily; again rules can foster 
actions. In my opinon, for a par­
ent who feels that her daughter 
needs close supervision and reg­
ulation to choose Spelman for her 
child is something less than a 
compliment to the school. In some 
cases the mother might be over­
protecting, but in most cases the 
mother simply knows her daugh­
ter, and if the college continues 
to retain the features that attract 
the parents of such students, then 
Spelman will continue to have the 
difficulty of dealing with problem 
daughters.
Admittedly some rules should 
exist on a college campus, but 
these rules should exist only, as I
or
Dear Editor,
Reading through your issue of 
Friday, November 17, 1961, in 
your article headed the “African 
Students” I noticed a paragraph 
where you referred to the West 
African Students as coming to 
Spelman to observe social prob­
lems in the South. This I would 
like to correct, and say that we 
from West Africa are here to 
finish our college education. Spel­
man was chosen for us by our 
Representative in Washington 
who knew much about the high 
morals and standards in Spelman. 
We are here as private students 
but are assisted financially by 
Spelman.
We have enjoyed our stay so 
far and we wish to thank all au­
thorities who cooperated to make 
it possible for us to be here.
I hope you’ll correct your last 
article which was not any infor­
mation supplied by us.
Yours truly,
Agnes and Caroline
have previously stated, as guides. 
If Spelman feels that, “Knowledge 
must be lighted with insight if 
the student is to relate her learn­
ing to the facts and realities of 
life” as is stated in the “Aims 
and Ideals” of the college, then 
the rules should guide the stu­
dent toward this goal. But how 
can a student possibly learn “to 
relate her learning to the facts 
and realities of life” when Sen­
iors, not to mention Juniors, are 
not permitted to have an off- 
campus date and return at a rea­
sonable hour! Can a student re­
late her learning to the realities 
of life when denied normal social 
experiences?
The problem of student regula­
tion is a problem not unique to 
Spelman, but one that exists on 
every college campus. The admin­
istration has to struggle constant­
ly to maintain a balance between 
too little and too much control. 
This is especially a problem in a 
female institution. At Spelman, as 
well as any other college, the bat­
tle between too little and too 
much restriction can be won only 
when there is effective commun­
ication between the administra­
tion and the student body.
I do not believe that Spelman 
students actually realize just how 
much the rules and regulations 
that they resent and complain 
about depend on their individual 
actions. Rules that have existed 
(Continued on page 4)
On Cheating
Cheating on examinations has 
become increasingly worse on 
university campuses in the past 
few years. What can be said to 
account for this increase? Why do 
students cheat? Perhaps they are 
engaged in so many extra-curric­
ular activities that they neglect 
their studies. Students of today 
go to college for so many reasons 
other than getting an education, 
such as participating in sports 
and “getting a husband”, that this 
reason is feasible. On the other 
hand, the older members of our 
society may attribute this rise in 
cheating to the “insecurity” and 
lack of moral values by which 
they assert that the young people 
of today are characterized. Let 
us, however, examine briefly the 
student’s point of view.
In the eyes of the cheating stu­
dent it may be assumed that he 
feels that cheating is the only 
way of making good grades in his 
classes. He has become engulfed 
in the extra-curricular activities 
on the campus and therefore, he 
has not studied profitably. The 
great emphasis placed on grades 
in our present educational system 
is another factor which may cause 
a weak person to cheat. He knows 
that most graduate and profes­
sional schools look first at the 
student’s grades and that not 
enough consideration is given to 
the information that the student 
has actually learned or what part 
of his learning is incorporated in­
to his intellectual stature.
Although these facts are frus­
trating to all of us, something 
must be done to stop the cheat­
ing in our classrooms. We must 
review our values in life. We must 
determine if grades are the test 
of a well-educated individual; or 
if overall knowledge is the foun­
dation of a person’s intelligence.. 
It is for us to make the distinc­
tions and to define these values 
in order that our fight against 
cheating will not be futile.
After these suggestions have 
been followed, the attempts to 
dissolve cheating can be initiated. 
When your “neighbor” starts to 
look on your paper, politely, but 
firmly ask her to stop. When 
someone whispers to you, asking 
for the answer to a question, po­
litely ignore her. By showing 
your classmates that you do not 
uphold cheating, you may be tak­
ing a step toward solving this 
problem. Clas cheating on our 
campus must stop immediately and 
each of us is obligated to contri­
bute to its elimination.
WCJUSr
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Suppose for a little fun, we 
play a guessing game. The game is 
pretty much the same as char­
ades. Can you discover this very 
familiar act which is being pan­
tomimed?
This operation is a practice 
which can only be performed by 
special kinds of people with very 
special skills. The requirements 
for this practice are rather stren­
uous. To perform even reasonably 
well, the performer must possess 
these several traits: a loud, pro­
jective voice, capable of being 
heard above the roar of lions; a 
keen memory, skilled in putting 
faces in places; an agile frame, 
swift enough to duck flying ob­
jects such as spit balls; a good 
sense of humor, good natured 
enough to smile at an unflatter­
ing caricature of himself; a clev­
er wit, clever enough to detect 
“the missing links”; a loquacious­
ness, perfect so as to dissuade any 
unpleasant occurrences; and of 
great importance a temperament 
patient enough to avoid the use 
of bad language when removing 
chewing gum daily from the heels 
of shoes.
Oh, let us not forget the sig­
nificance of physical stature, be­
cause as well as being talented 
our performer of necessity is 
hearty and robust. The excess 
weight prevents ill effects after 
the extreme weight loss incurred 
by performing the act. The 
healthy nervous system helps to 
exact a quick recovery from ner­
vous breakdowns which could be 
frequent. The mind must be alert 
to answer as many as 30 ques­
tions asked simultaneously and to 
repeat the answers 60 successive 
times.
Well, have you guessed what act 
is being pantomimed? Of course 
you' have, what else could be so 
noble and respected as student 
teaching!
As unbelievable as it may seem, 
a number of Spelmanites will dare 
to perform the feat of student 
teaching this year. As a matter of 
fact there are 31 young ladies, 
who anxiously but nervously 
await the second semester for 
the beginning of their student 
teaching. Let’s eavesdrop on the 
reflections of one of our future 
student teachers as she considers 
what the task means to her and 
her response to it. We’ll eaves­
drop on Patricia Battle. She seems 
to have some very penetrating 
thoughts about the subject.
Pat feels that student teaching 
is a “marvelous idea”, because it 
gives one the opportunity to util­
ize the ideas and ideals he has 
been acquiring for 16 years. She 
adds that student teaching will 
show how mature one is, whether 
or not he has a good sense of 
hum’or and whether or not he has 
the innate ability to work with 
other students in the student- 
teacher relationship. Most em­
phatically Pat notes, “Student 
teaching is very challenging,” be­
cause the goals are focused on 
“perfecting my ambitions.” She 
exclaims, “I want to be the best 
kind of teacher; there are too 
many unqualified teachers al­
ready.” She further points out that 
student teaching allows for cre­
ativity in developing methods for 
handling varying types of class­
room problems.
In remembering the past (when 
her high school class was being 
conducted by a student teacher) 
Pat is preparing herself for a 
number of situations which she 
expects to meet — situations con­
cerning smart alecks, temporary 
vacationers, and joy seekers. She 
"hopes to establish a. personal re­
lationship with each student.
(Continued on page 4)
A Scene from the A-M-S production of “Between Two Thieves.’
tfdetiveen ZJivo ^Jlueview:
Of all the members of Spelman 
Collage, the present writer is 
probably the least qualified to 
review Between Two Thieves, the 
play by Diego Fabbri, put on by 
the AMS players November 20- 
22. In the first place, it is dif­
ficult if not impossible to be ob­
jective or even rational about a 
subject with which one is per­
sonally involved. For years I 
have been wary of works of fic­
tion dealing with either the Ger­
man or the Jewish problem; now 
by asking me to review a play 
concerned directly with the sec­
ond and indirectly with the first, 
fate, in the form of the Spelman 
Spotlight, has caught up with me. 
I hope it may not turn out to be 
a Nemesis.
Secondly, years of teaching 
English Composition have led me 
to insist that when you say you 
are going to talk about a theme 
you should really talk about it; 
or when you raise a question in 
the beginning of the piece you 
should attempt to answer it. Be­
tween Two Thieves takes for its 
theme two questions: 1) Was Je­
sus guilty as charged? 2) Is the 
oentury-old persecution of the 
Jews, culminating in the horrors 
of Nazi Germany, justified as
Students Hear Albert Bigelow
Recently Mr. Lynd’s Social Sci- 
ace Seminar class visited the 
luaker House to hear Mr. Albert 
Igelow speak.
Mr. Bigelow is probably best 
nown as the former captain of 
le “Golden Rule”, a sailing boat 
ith a crew of four members, 
arly in 1955, these five men set 
lil into the bomb testing zone 
f the Pacific to protest the def­
lation of any bombs by the Unit-
1 States or any other country.
Others, especially in the inte-
?ation movement, probably know 
Ir. Bigelow as a participant in 
le first Freedom ride from Wash- 
lgton, D. C. to Montgomery, Ala- 
ama.
To go fully into his talk would
2 an impossible task; therefore, 
have chosen only a few of the 
tore significant statements made 
y Mr. Bigelow. In essence, his 
iscussion was as follows: War is 
dally impractical and threatens 
i destroy our freedom (and our 
ves) just as discrimination does, 
he building of bomb shelters is 
Iso totally impractical. In case 
f a war, Who will decide the 
access or failure of bomb shel­
uveen
punishment for having condemn­
ed and executed an innocent 
man? The play opens with a 
Jewish family of our day, who, 
having suffered the loss of a son 
in the most recent horrors, seeks 
to answer these questions by re- 
staging the trial of Jesus. From 
this beginning I had expected to 
find a statement of the Jewish 
position at the time of Jesus: the 
disappointment of an oppressed 
people, looking for a Messiah 
who would free them from the 
conqueror’s yoke, but told, instead, 
to give to Caesar what is Cae­
sar’s; the concern of the conser­
vatively pious, who saw the rit­
ual that had given them strength 
and unity challenged by a man 
who impiously claimed to be the 
Son of God; the intrigues, too, of 
the leaders who felt a threat both 
to their own influence and the 
hitherto privileged position of the 
Jews in the Roman Empire. These 
points are indeed touched upon 
in the questioning of Caiphas, 
Pontius Pilate, and Judas Iscar­
iot. But the play soon turns into 
a discussion of the divinity of 
Christ, the authenticity of the 
miracles, and the virgin birth; at 
this point it teeters on the brink 
of the ridiculous. What promised
ters? Americans must realize that 
a nuclear war will destroy the 
past, present, and future. And so 
we are forced to choose between 
the hostility of war and that of 
fraternity. However, it seems that 
we have abandoned our values to 
a military and industrial economy. 
As a result, we are now exper­
iencing a moral slip and an 
abundant life without values. We 
seem to take pride in allowing 
the military and the government 
to make our decisions. We want 
peace, but we are afraid to admit 
this and to take the first step in 
achieving it.
A BOOK
I am a black book
Often left unread.
My pages are like unto those of books.
The content may vary, but is basically the same. 
Thoughts are printed here as in any other book. 
Why does the world not take the time to look ?
I am often left on the shelf - not in use.
Some try to offer a polite excuse.
But is it only




to be an examination of a historic 
event with far-reaching, tragic 
consequences, winds up in an af­
firmation of mystic faith, of the 
modern need to believe and be 
saved. I, for one, felt cheated.
Perhaps the “Jewish problem” 
IS inseparable from the problem 
of faith. If one believes that Christ 
is God, his execution must ap­
pear a monstrous crime, far great­
er than a mere judicial error; if 
one does not believe that Christ 
is God, his reference to himself 
as the Son of God must appear 
arrogance to the indifferent, blas­
phemy to the religious, lunacy to 
the cynical. But, to my mind, the 
true drama as well as of honest 
debate is that tooth of the con­
flicting positions be fairly and 
truly stated. I am willing to 
grant that, in the words of a lead­
ing character, you cannot unroll 
a trial without taking into ac­
count the man who was tried. But 
the play says almost nothing 
about the man Jesus; it focuses 
almost entirely on the God. Thus 
Between Two Thieves begins by 
assuming that which it sets out 
to prove; to me, therefore, it is 
unsound logic and unconvincing 
drama.
(Continued on page 4)
. . . One of the greatest problems 
facing the United States today is 
that of getting behind the false 
screen of differences, especially 
racial ones, that exists. These dif­
ferences have caused suffering, 
hunger, discrimination, and a so­
ciety of contradictions. People are 
forced to live in places not fit 
for animals. This is especially so 
in the North which is hidden be­
hind a false mask of integration, 
equality, and opportunity tor all. 
Negroes migrate to the North to 
get away from the discrimina­
tions of the South, only to find 
disillusionment because of the ab­
sence of housing, and the prev­
alence of discrimination, subtle 
though it be. This is why the
(Continued on page 4)
Appearing in many syndicated 
and local newspapers throughout 
the country are many varied ar­
ticles centered around Christmas. 
Articles have been written on the 
existence of Santa Claus, the or­
igin of Santa Claus, the signific­
ance of Christmas, and the birth 
of Jesus. Many individuals have 
written songs on the subject, such 
as, “Rudolph The Red-Nose Rein­
deer”, “All I Want For Christmas 
Is My Two Front Teeth”, and “I 
Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus”. And, yet, no one has writ­
ten an article nor a song on a 
college student and his or her re­
actions to the Yuletide.
Immediately after Thanksgiv­
ing, all conversation among col­
lege students turns toward Chris- 
mas. Christmas carols envelop the 
dormitories. Hour upon hour, a 
student gazes without meaning 
into a textbook.
“Socrates exemplified in his 
conduct the virtues which he 
taught; he was a man of remark­
able self-control, magnamimous, 
noble, frugal ...” — I wonder 
will Joyce give a party Christmas?
I hope she has another one like 
the one last year.
Even though minds tend to 
wander, classes continue. Assign­
ments begin to appear like a my­
riad of stars — innumerable and 
never ending. Could this be ac­
counted for by our negligence to 
study? Of course we have the best 
intentions! But . . . All goes well 
until someone says, “How many 
more days until Christmas?” Im­
mediately, all conversation is 
geared toward the approaching 
holidays. ------
Well dear Spelman sisters, I will 
not reveal our innermost thoughts 
at this particular season of the 
year. But let us ALL attempt to- 
concentrate upon our classes. We 
only have three days, 45 minutes, 
and twelve seconds until Christ­




Each year in the Yule season 
we look to a new horizon with 
bigger and better intentions. Far 
be it from Abby to deviate from 
this universal trend. Therefore, 
we would like to share with you 
some of 'our aspirations for 1962. 
I RESOLVE TO:
Read extensively. — Betty Dur- 
rah
Stop putting off things until the 
last minute. — B. C.
Leave in June one way or an­
other. — J. R-
Speak to Mr. Coe everytime I 
see him. — E.
Stop living according to what 
people think. — E. S.
Leave five minutes to eight go­
ing to chapel instead of two or 
three minutes until. — Florine 
Mack.
Marry Barnett by Juvember, 
1969. — V.
Knock my S. P.’s in the head 
the next time I see them. — P.
Live everyday as if it were my 
last. D. P.
Eat more. — Bronwen Unthank.
Not resolve to study this year. 
—Sandra Shorter.
Study constantly instead of 
spasmodically. -— Yvonne.
Stop wearing my pajamas un­
der my clothes to breakfast. P.
Do my best for Abby. — House 
mother.
See you next year.
Dorothy M. Myers
'J
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The Blue And '
On Monday, November 27, 1961 
at 7:00 p. m. the dining hall was 
the setting for the Blue and White 
Banquet given in honor of Spel- 
man College’s honor roll stu­
dents. A semi-circular array of 
white clothed tables adorned 
with little bowls of mints and 
nuts, vases of white carnations, 
and tall blue candles added to 
the beauty of the occasion.
The honor students and their 
guests assembled around their 
tables and enjoyed a tasty steak 
dinner by candle light. Near the 
end of the meal, Dean Eagleson,
White Banquet
It was following Doctor Man­
ley’s remarks that Dean Johnson 
pinned a lovely orchid on Bever­
ly Whatley, a junior, for having 
attained all A’s in her subjects 
last semester. Dean Eagleson re­
marked that such a record had not 
been attained since 1957. The 
honor roll students were then 
presented. The Banquet was ap­
propriately concluded with the 
singing of Spelman’s hymn.
Josephine Dunbar
toastmaster for the occasion, in-
troduced Dr. Charlton, the
speaker.
Dr. Charlton,, a graduate of
Florida Agriculture and Mechan­
ical University and Temple Uni­
versity and at present, a faculty 
member at Atlanta University, 
centered his discussion around the 
recent advances in behavioral 
sciences. Dr. Manley responded 
to his discussion.
Critic's Corner
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town 
was presented by the A-M-S 
Players. The play was set in Gro­
ver’s Corners New Hampshire, at 
the turn of the century. It was a 
commentary on birth, love, and 
death in retrospect. The stage 
manager was the key figure in 
the play. He set forth important 
data about this typical small town 
and about the people in it. 
Throughout the play he provided 
the scenery and themes for each 
flashback. As narrator, he tried 
to show that even in an insignif­
icant town like Grover’s Corners, 
birth, love, and death take place, 
that every individual plays an 
important role in the world, and 
that each person is provided for 
by God after death no matter how 
small his contribution to society 
may have been.
The play begins as we see two 
typical American families going 
along with the familiar routine 
of daily life. These families, the 
Gibbses and the Webbs, have two 
children each. George Gibbs and 
Emily Webb, the oldest children 
in each family, are at this time 
youngsters. We follow them 
through the difficult times of ad­
olescence when they first dis­
cover their love for each other, 
their marriage, and Emily’s death.
The cast included Griffin Day 
as the stage manager, Jerome 
Wellborn, Electa Twyman, Lion­
el Crump, Jr., and Donnie Pick­
ett as members of the Gibbs fam­
ily; and Philip Dorsey, Marie 
Thomas, Annease Chaney, and 
Clifton Williams as members of 
the Webb family.
Numerous other actors made up 
the remaining population of Gro­
ver’s Corners- All of the actors 
were good. Special praise should 
be given to veteran actors Elec­
ta Twyman and Marie Thomas, as 
well as Griffin Day. Outstanding 
newcomers to the A-M-S Players 
are Clifton Williams, Annease 
Chaney, and Lionel Crump, Jr. 
The best performances were giv­
en by Marie Thomas and Lionel 
Crump. This is especially true 
in the first act When they 
were children, and in the scene 
in which the marriage was per­
formed. The most moving act was 
Act Three, which takes place after 
Emily Webb Gibbs dies in child­
birth. It includes her funeral, as 
well as her awareness of life af­
ter death. The audience seemed to 
be spellbound during the entire
act. Some even wept silently.
Play Review
(Continued from page 3)
Not that the evening was not 
pleasantly spent. I enjoyed it — 
less as a play than as a game. 
Here, perhaps, I should confess 
my third drawback. I am not 
good at keeping my mouth shut, 
and when the actors, in accord­
ance with the semi-surrealistic 
tenor of the play, called for par­
ticipation from the audience, I 
was strongly tempted to take 
them at their word. This temp­
tation became almost irresistible 
when the priest, allegedly a 
member of the audience, describ­
ed the great change wrought by 
the life of Christ in the lives of 
men (quoted from memory): “For 
the past 2000 years no man has 
sinned, but he has suffered in his 
soul for it.” I wanted to ask him 
whether he had ever heard of a 
man called Oedipus, a man called 
Socrates, a man called David, a 
man called Job. Being a More­
house student, he probably had, 
but of course the play forbade 
him to own to such knowledge.
The performance as such was 
uneven. A play of this kind is 
rather outside the range of most 
amateur groups; the less action 
takes place on stage, the more 
exacting is the demand on the 
acting ability of the cast. For 
the most part, the performance 
consisted of lines, more or less 
well spoken — particularly dur­
ing Act I. In Act II, where the 
trial breaks down, the interrup­
tions from the “audience” intro­
duce a kind of pseudo-action, 
which makes for greater liveli­
ness. I must admit that the act­
ing, or speaking, throughout was 
of sufficient vitality to hold my 
interest and make me forget the 
absence of props and costumes; 
some of the illusion was owing to 
to the backdrop, a uniform but 
brilliant blue, startlingly beauti­
ful and appropriate.
Two individual achievements 
stand out for character creation
Tanganyika:
The Making of a Nation
Tanganyika’s emergence as an 
independent sovereign state on 
December 9, 1961, marks the fru­
ition there, both of the United 
Kingdom’s general policy towards 
its dependencies and of its spe­
cific undertakings in respect of 
Tanganyika as a territory admin­
istered under the international 
trusteeship system of the United 
Nations. Constitutional develop­
ment in Tanganyika has follow­
ed the general pattern adopted 
in the United Kingdom dependen­
cies, whereby the local people 
are given by successive stages 
increasing representation in the 
legislature and increasing respon­
sibility in the government.
In Tanganyika the final stage of 
independence has been reached 
with a speed and smoothness 
which reflect the harmonious re­
lations between the tribal groups 
in the territory and the political 
maturity of the African leaders. 
This has provided an encourag­
ing example of steady political 
advancement and of confidence 
and good will among all sections 
of the community-
The Tanganyika African Na­
tional Union (TANU) is the polit­
ical party in power. Mr. Julius K. 
Nyerere, its president, becomes 
the first prime minister of Tan­
ganyika and at this time of inde­
pendence he has this greeting to 
the rest of the world,
“The people of Tanganyika 
would like to light a candle . . . 
and put it on the top of Mount 
Kilimanjara which shines beyond 
our borders . . . as a ray of hope 
... to all our fellowmen wherever 
they may be.”
Dorcas Boit
Í ¡on- 'Meilern ^Lecturer
Last week we were most for­
tunate to have on our campus Mr. 
Alan W. Watts. Mr. Watts, the 
author of several books including 
The Way of Zen and Nature, Man 
and Woman, was here in connec­
tion with the Non-Western Stud­
ies program, and was the third in 
a series of experts on China being 
brought here this year. His spe­
cial concern is the interpretation 
of Eastern thought to the West, 
particularly of Far-Eastern Bud­
dhism known as Zen.
In connection with his major 
field of emphasis Mr. Watts de­
livered a public lecture on “Tao­
ism, Zen, and American Thought.” 
Taoism is 'one of the oldest schools 
of Eastern thought which had its 
beginning about 550 B. C. One of 
the main thoughts brought out in 
Taoism is that everything is a 
mixture of the good and the bad 
and that this mixture is in ac­
cordance with the Tao, or the way 
of nature. In Taoistic thought na­
ture is not the same as we gen­
erally conceive it in Western 
thought; for we regard nature as 
the creation of an external agent, 
whereas in Eastern thought na­
ture is considered that which is 
of itself so.
Buddhism is not a religion but 
is more like a psychotherapy, ac­
cording to Mr. Watts. The ob­
jective of this psychotherapy is to 
cause a person to wake up. The 
very name Buddha means the 
man who woke up. Buddhism is 
concerned with what it means to 
be alive. Zen Buddhism requires 
a change in consciousness of the 
would be follower. This change is 
facilitated by a relationship with
a teacher of Zen. This teacher ac­
tually teaches nothing — rather 
he makes the student realize that 
most of the questions he asks are 
silly and require no answer. Most 
of the literature of Zen is a series 
of anecdotes about the teacher' 
and his pupil which must be un­
derstood by the reader. There is 
no postitive way to teach Zen. 
The two main transformations of 
consciousness which should be 
brought about through the associ­
ation with the teacher are the 
sensation that the outside world 
is you, just as your insides; or, 
in other words, everything is an 
enlarged form of you and that 
everything that has happened, is 
happening, and will happen is in 
accordance with the Way. Both 
of these transformations must be 
experienced by each person indi­
vidually and it is extremely dif­
ficult if not impossible to talk 
about these changes.
In tying Taoism and Zen with 
American thought, Mr. Watt said 
that he was not advocating that 
we in the West should adopt 
these Eastern thought patterns 
just as they are, for they are not 
necessarily funcional in our type 
of society. He did say that Zen 
could act as a catalyst in our so­
ciety and that modified forms of 
this way of thought might help 
Western man to find the deep 
down feeling of security that he 
so much needs.
Lana Taylor
Although few props- were used 
in the play, the audience, through 
Day’s vivid descriptions, and the 
excellent pantomiming of the ac­
tors, was able to imagine props, 
scenery, and all other necessary 
fixtures. Lighting by Betty Tay­
lor and sound effects by Diane 
Attaway were also good. The 
lighting was especially good in 
differentiating the times of day— 
dawn, evening, night. The sound 
was especially good in defining 
the sounds of milk bottles clash­
ing, trains passing and organ mu­
sic playing.
The costumes were replicas of 
the styles at the turn of the cen­
tury. The bright colors against 
the pale blue of the stage added 
much to the play. The play in its 
entirety was excellent. It was one 
that played on the emotions. It 
was filled with light comedy, sen­
timentality, sadness, grief, and 
yet, it had a message.
Congratulations are extended 
from the SPOTLIGHT staff—first 
to Dr. J. Preston Cochran, direc­
tor; second, to all the members of 
the cast, and third, to all the 
members of the production staff 
for an outstanding performance.
Joycelyn McKissick
and sustained emotion: George 
Hairston as David, the prosecut­
ing attorney who gradually real­
izes that he himself — and in 
him every man — is the guilty 
one, and Lois Weston, as the har­
lot who knows only that Christ 
MUST be innocent because she 
MUST believe in him. It is, of 
course, axiomatic that a wicked 
character is easier to portray 
than a saintly one. Lois Peters, 
as Mary, was creditable enough. 
But what chance has Mary against 
a harlot? Finally, honorable men­
tion goes to Nelda Kling, as at­
torney for the defense, who for 
one moment broke through her 
very confining role when she re­
membered her betrayal of her 
husband, murdered by fanatics. 
The halo of fuzzy mysticism en­
shrouding the life and death of 
this husband — apparently a sort 
of reincarnation of Christ — was 
not her fault, but the author’s- 
All in all, a play that provided 
fun — of a somewhat caustic 
nature —- rather than true en­




(Continued from page 3) 
Black Muslim Movement has 
been growing three times as fast 
as the N. A. A. C. P. in New 
York.
. . . Non-violence is the best 
method one can use in coping 
with world and domestic prob­
lems in our own society. What 
one tries to do in non-violent ac­
tion is to establish a humanistic 
relationship with the opponent. 
We should support -non-violence 
whenever and wherever it ap­
pears. One way in which this can 
be done is by writing letters to 
our governmental representatives 
expressing our agreement or dis­
agreement with the official stands 
taken by them.
... In the three areas men­
tioned, namely, the possibility of 
a war, discrimination, and non-vi­
olence, it is extremely necessary 
that we examine our lives and 
values, and take a definite posi­
tion; for as Socrates so aptly 
stated, “the unexamined life is 
not worth living”.
Guess What
(Continued from page 3) 
Battle and the thirty other future 
student teachers have quite an 
experience awaiting them come 
January. To all of you, our salu­




(Continued from page 2) 
for, so long without modification, 
almost seem traditional and tend 
to be viewed as such. I believe 
that much could be accomplished 
if the students actually knew why 
many rules exist, for understand­
ing is always a helpful factor in 
building better relations.
I also believe that a Spelman 
student should be made constant­
ly aware and conscious of the 
fact that she is a Spelman stu­
dent, and that a high standard of 
conduct is expected of her. I do 
not feel that we can accomplish 
anything by first assuming that 
we do not have the type of stu­
dent worthy of being trusted; ra­
ther, I believe that a Spelman 
student can, and will, respect the 
trust placed in her. Paraphrasing 
the motto “innocent until proven 
guilty”, I would like to introduce 
another — “privileges until prov­
en unworthy.”CCUN Conference
(Continued from page 1) 
pie do not want a war nor do 
they want to be destroyed, the 
world is being directed into war 
and no one knows how to prevent 
it. For this reason alone this gen­
eration must bring about equal­
ity between the “thinking” and 
technological world. If it does not 
succeed then the world will face 
great disaster.
It must be realized that war 
begins in the minds of men and, 
therefore, new approaches to 
peace must come from the minds 
of men. Man must deliberately 
apply his thinking in this direc­
tion and seek not one but many 
solutions.
Mr. Nehru’s entire address was 

















Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Clark) 
Spelman - Senior Class Production 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Fisk) 
Spelman - Non-Western Lecture - Prof. Mary 
Wright
A. U. - Dean Sage - Nathan Scott, Lecturer 
Spelman - Semester Exams begin 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Fisk) 
Spelman - Semester Exams end 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Ala. St.) 
Spelman - University Center Convocation 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Moms
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Tuskegee) 
A. U. - Dean Sage - Town Meeting (Tentative) 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (Clark) 
Morehouse Gym - Basketball Game (S. Car.)
A. U. - Dean Sage - Edgar Snow - Non Western
Series
